
Creature Feature—Queen conch  
The queen conch is a 

very large sea snail.  They 
have a beautiful flared shell 
that is a tropical pink color 
on the inside.   

Queen conchs are 
valuable not only for their 
ornate shell, but also as 
seafood.  Queen conch are 
actively fished in many 
Caribbean nations.  It is 
illegal to take queen conch 
in Florida, and they are 
listed as an Endangered 
Species.  It is also protected 

under the Convention on 
International Trade in 
Endangered Species (CITES).  
It regulates the conch fisheries 
throughout the Caribbean. 

Queen conchs are slow to 
mature, making it difficult for 
their populations to keep up 
with commercial fishing 
demands.  Because fishing has 
been banned in Florida 
waters, some populations are 
recovering slowly. 

Typically, these animals 
are found in seagrass beds 

grazing on 

algae.  The River Center 
recently received several 
juvenile queen conchs from 
Harbor Branch Oceanographic 
Institute.  Stop by and see this 
remarkable animal! 

Upcoming Events: 

• March 11—9 a.m.—RIVER TOTTERS—Arts 
& Crafts (general ages 1-6) - $1.00 

• March 18—10 a.m.—MINI-MOVIE DAY—
(ages 0-6) $2 (includes popcorn and juice 
box): Dora Saves the Mermaids 

• March 20—MOVIE DAY—$5 
“Hoot” (includes popcorn and soda for 
each child). 6-8 p.m. (child under 8 years 
old must be accompanied by an adult) 
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Watershed has a wide 
variety of habitats and is 
home to many rare and 
endangered species, 
such as the manatee and 
woodstork.  This 260 
square mile ecosystem 
i n c l u d e s  t h e 
communities of Jupiter, 
Tequesta, Juno Beach, 

Jupiter Island, Jupiter Inlet 
Colony, Jupiter Farms, Hobe 
Sound and Palm Beach 
Gardens. 

One of Florida’s most 
u n i q u e  t r e a s u r e s ,  t h e 
Loxahatchee River meanders 
through freshwater creeks, 
down into a brackish estuary, 
and finally empties through the 

Jupiter Inlet into the Atlantic 
Ocean.  Journey through 
pristine Florida as you boat, 
canoe, or hike this Wild and 
Scenic River, and discover this 
gem for yourself.  

The river itself has three 
main forks that flow to the 
central embayment area before 
heading out the Jupiter Inlet.  
The Northwest Fork of the river 
is Florida’s first federally 
designated Wild and Scenic 
River. Once this slow moving 
river reaches the central 
embayment, the water becomes 
brackish, part freshwater and 
part saltwater, as it mixes with 
incoming tides from the Jupiter 
Inlet.   

The next few editions 
of River Tidings will focus 
on different regions of the 
river.  We hope that you will 
learn things about the river 
that you may not have 
known, and be encouraged 
to spend more time on the 
river, getting to know it. 

The Loxahatchee River 

February 2009 

Lovin’ the Loxahatchee 
Getting to know your river 



 

• 10 major freshwater and saltwater 
habitats provide homes for a wide 
variety of wildlife. 

• It is a peaceful, slow flowing river.   
• Federally designated as a “Wild and 

Scenic River” in 1985.  There are 
only two Wild and Scenic Rivers in 
Florida. 

• Large amounts of natural areas are 
still intact and publicly owned. Nine 
miles of the Loxahatchee River, 
including the Wild and Scenic 
portion, flow through Riverbend 
Park (west on Indiantown Road) and 
Jonathan Dickinson State Park (U.S. 
Highway 1 - South of Hobe Sound). 

• Watershed Area = 260 square miles 
• Natural Area = 63% 
 
 

Major Habitats: 
   Cypress swamp 
   Freshwater Marshes 
   Hardwood Hammock 
   Mangrove swamp 
   Seagrass beds 
   Oyster reefs or beds 
   Estuary (Lagoons and Inlets) 
    
 
Endangered Species: 
   Wood stork 
   Florida Panther 
   Manatee 
 
Common Species: 
   Bird: Blue Heron, Egret, Osprey, Ibis 
   Plant: Cypress, Mangroves, Seagrape,  
 Cabbage Palm, Slash Pine 
   Fish: Snook, Snapper, Bass 

www.loxahatcheeriver.org 

Based on Carl Hiassen’s 
award winning children’s 
book, Hoot is about new 

kid in school, Roy 
Eberhardt, who discovers 
an empty lot that is home 

to burrowing owls, but 
destined to become a 

pancake house.  Roy and 
two friends take up the 

cause to protect the 
burrowing owls and stop 
the development of their 

habitat. 

Friday, March 20 (6-8p) 
$5—Includes Popcorn 

and Drink 

561-743-7123 
Children under 8 years 

old must be accompanied 
by an adult. 

Lookin’ at the Loxahatchee 
Get a bird’s eye view 

River Fast Facts 

Did You Know? 
● Bottled water can cost up 

to 10,000 times more 
than tap water. 

● 15 million barrels of oil 
are used to make plastic 
bottles each year 
(enough to fuel 100,000 
cars for that year).  This 
makes up only 30% of 
bottles.  The other 70% 
are made using natural 
gas. 

● 8 out of 10 bottles of 
water are not recycled.  
Use a reusable 
polypropylene bottle, 
container, or stainless 
steel thermos instead. 
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